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Equipped and Ready for Battle! 

 

False teachers were arising within the church almost immediately 

and have continued even unto our day and will continue, and 

more to the end of time. We must be constantly on guard and 

equipping ourselves through His Word against these false 

doctrines that will become increasingly prevalent in these last 

days!  

 

 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 

of devils;   2.   Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 

seared with a hot iron;   1Timothy 4: 1-2 (Seared means to be 

cauterized, hardened, and made insensitive.) Here’s the real point!   

 

These are not ministers of God.   They are instruments and tools of 

seducing and deceptive spirits.  They teach the doctrine of the 

enemy!  

 

8.  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 

honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.   9.  But in 

vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 

of men.   10.   And he called the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand:    11.  Not that which goeth into the mouth 

defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth 

a man. Mat 15:8-11 

 

False teachers are easily offended!  If you try to question them, they 

will often become outraged and mock your lack of understanding.  If 

they brought the Truth, their actions would be pure and simple, full of 

love and understanding. 

 

12  Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that 

the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? Mat 15:12 

  

How can the blind lead the blind? 
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14  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the 

blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. Mat 15:14 

 

Don’t judge the book by its cover! (Just because someone has a 

religious title, does not mean they are of God!) 

 

27.  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 

unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but 

are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.   28.  Even 

so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full 

of hypocrisy and iniquity.  Mat 23:27-28 

 

“Speaking Lies”  This is exactly what the Scripture declares.  In the 

eyes of Scripture, a lie is any teaching that is contrary to His word! 

 

“In Hypocrisy”   Someone may claim to be a minister or a teacher of 

God, and His word! Yet, through his teachings, his “hypocrisy” is 

revealed.   He teaches what is contrary to the Gospel.  A Hypocrite is 

someone who claims to be one thing, but in reality is something else.  

 

 They are totally insensitive to the preaching and convictions of the 

Holy Spirit. 

• They have no conscience and no remorse about twisting the 

Scriptures and the truth of the Gospel.   

 

Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for 

I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but 

he sent me.    43.  Why do ye not understand my speech? even 

because ye cannot hear my word.    44.   Ye are of your father the 

devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from 

the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 

in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a 

liar, and the father of it.   

John 8:42-44  
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Therefore, the Godly minister is a minister who boldly declares the 

Word of God and stands firmly on His commandments, allowing the 

principles of God’s Word to sustain him or her. 

 

11.  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall 

after the same example of unbelief.   12. For the word of God is 

quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 

the heart. Heb 4:11-12 

 

In the coming days ahead, as more and more people are getting 

their lives back to a normal way of life because of the Covid 19 virus.  

More than ever, we need to be Spiritually Equipping and be ready 

for the battle before us.  God always has a plan and a way for His 

children to bear through. 

 
13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 

man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 

that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 

escape, that ye may be able to bear it.                 1 Corinthians 10:13 

(KJV)  

 

He will teach how to fight through the Battle before us! 

 
1 Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, 

and my fingers to fight: 2 My goodness, and my fortress; my high 

tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who 

subdueth my people under me. Psalms 144:1-2 (KJV) 

 

As Christians, we are in a spiritual WAR every day.   And, we must be 

equipped and fully trained for battle!   

 

 8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 

perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 

down, but not destroyed; 10 Always bearing about in the body the 

dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
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manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are alway delivered 

unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be 

made manifest in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death worketh in us, 

but life in you. 13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it 

is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also 

believe, and therefore speak; 2 Cor 4:8-13  

 

Listen to Paul’s attitude toward the Battle! 

 
1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness 

of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent 

am bold toward you: 2 But I beseech you, that I may not be bold 

when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be 

bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to 

the flesh.  (He did not want to be bold in the flesh! That is what gets 

us in to trouble.) 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 

after the flesh:  2 Cor 10: 1-3 (KJV) 

 

Our Battle is not against flesh and blood! 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 

through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 

the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge 

all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 2 Cor 10:4-6  

 

What a powerful passage of Scripture!  This is a passage that every 

believer must memorize and understand!  It should stir our hearts and 

promote us to obedience and discipline where we are able to gain 

control (Spiritually) of His power within us!   You may ask why? 

 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after 

the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 

Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; 

but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the 

carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law 
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of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if 

so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not 

the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. Romans 8:4-9 (KJV) 

 

Let’s look at three significant points, found in 2 Cor 10:1-6. 

 

1. The believer is in a Spiritual Battle!  (Scripture is perfectly clear 

about this!) 

 
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 

his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 

to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 

in high places. Eph 6:10-12(KJV) 

 

Do you realize that?  Our battle is not physical, but rather is spiritual, 

but with it there is POWER.  POWER TO STAND!  POWER to defeat any 

of the wiles of the devil that might be against us.    

 

We are reminded here that we are not fighting a physical battle 

against flesh and blood, but an unseen spiritual force that promotes 

and executes the evils of this world.  (Satan walks around daily 

seeking those whom he may devour!)  And in order to defeat him, 

we must engage in the spiritual strength given to us through the Holy 

Spirit as believers in Christ. 

 

 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” I Peter 

5:8   

 

These spiritual forces attack and prey upon the imaginations and 

thoughts of men and women daily.  They inject selfish and devilish 

ideas against the work “and words” of God again and again, our 

only defense is by “putting on the full armor which He has given to 

us. (Eph 6) 
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Our soldiers in the arm forces wear a uniform which distinguishes 

them from the rest of the world.  We know them because of the 

uniform they display.   So, too—though invisible, as believers in Christ, 

our uniform should be one of POWER, given to us freely by the hand 

of God through our salvation.  Each piece performs a special 

function, and when wearing HIS ARMOR, WE SHALL NOT FAIL.   

 

Paul’s point is this: We may “walk in the flesh physically,” but we do 

not war in the flesh. Meaning--we do not fight the struggles of life 

using our own strength.  Paul knew the spiritual warfare going on for 

the minds and lives of God’s people must be fought through His Spirit 

living inside of each of us.   

 

That’s the only way it works!  Some of the greatest prayer warriors 

and blessed people are those who perhaps are the weakest and 

limited in physical strength—yet through their spiritual faith and 

prayers, we see blessings being bestowed upon them. 

 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of 

hosts.”  

Zech 4:6 (KJV) 

 

No matter how strong, educated, or scientific man may become, he 

still cannot deliver himself through his own merits from the spiritual 

forces that cause sin and death.  The weakest Christian physically, yet 

one that is committed to prayer and obedience to His Word, can 

defeat and overcome anything the enemy may attack him with.  

 

2. Remember, the believer’s weapons are not physical, they are 

spiritual. 

 

Spiritual weapons only require our obedience to use them, for they 

are free for the taking and given to every born-again Child of God.  

Only then is there evidence that they have been trained and 

equipped for Battle over the physical or carnal weapons of the mind 

and body. 
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Though discipline and control, strength and ability, knowledge and 

intelligence, health and self-esteem, social development and so on, 

are wonderful characteristics, but they do a person no good unless 

they are combined with the spiritual power of God.  Used carnally 

and alone, a person will ultimately meet sure defeat. 

  

These physical characteristics can only develop to their fullest 

potential when we give our lives over fully to the work “and Word” of 

the Lord.   

 

And why is this necessary?   Because we are the temple of the Lord!   

Wow!  When we think of our bodies as such, it puts a whole new 

perspective on how we live. 

 

I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, wholly, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable service.  Romans 12:1.  

 

Have you done this?  Have you recognized that God is not asking 

you to become a dead sacrifice for Him, but to become a living 

sacrifice?  Such a small thing for us to do in return for what He has 

done for us.  This is where dedication and our actual training begins!  

 

 Present your body to HIM today.  Paul is not only telling you this is a 

nice thing to do—he BEGS you to do it (beg being another word for 

the word “beseech.”)  He BEGS you to do this TODAY!    

 

Remember, without him—we can do nothing!  With HIM, we can do 

anything!  There is nothing in the physical that can conquer the 

spiritual forces of evil and death. 

 

We must be fully equipped and ready to fight the Spiritual Warfare of 

our lives through the power of God’s spirit!  Note again what He said: 
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 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 

through God to the pulling down of strong holds; 2 Cor 10:4 

(KJV) 

 

Only the Spiritual Weapons of God can permanently conquer evil! 

 

3. The believer’s methods of conquering the forces of evil are 

clearly described. 

 

A. We must cast down imaginations!  These are thoughts and 

imaginations that are uncontrolled, wild, evil, lustful, immoral, or 

anything that set it’s self against God. 

 
19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in 

them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible 

things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 

power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Romans 

1:19-20 (KJV) 

 
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 

those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all 

unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 

whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 

boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,  
31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural 

affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the 

judgment of God, that they which commit such things are 

worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 

them that do them. Romans 1:28-32 (KJV) 

 

We must “Cast Down” evil, and fight  (I’ll be a Soldier for Jesus)  to 

bring our imaginations under His control! 
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B. We must cast down every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of Christ!    These include false doctrine and ideas of 

God, false teaching, false reasoning, pride and arrogance, self-

sufficiency, and self-righteousness. 

 

C. We must seek to captivate every thought and bring it to the 

obedience of Christ!  

 

What a phenomenal statement!  WHAT A SUPERNATURAL WORLD THIS 

WOULD BE IF EVERY BELIEVER HAD: 

  

• Every thought controlled and subjected to Christ! 

• Every moment of every day filled with HIS POWER 

• Every action shining forth as a true Spirit-filled believer! 

• A surrendered life and walking in harmony with one another. 

• Every motive of the heart was toward harnessing an unbroken 

fellowship and communion with God! 
 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; 

but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. Romans 8:5 

(KJV) 

 
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on 

the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and 

true holiness. Eph 4:23-24 (KJV) 

 
3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 

thee: because he trusteth in thee. 4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: 

for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:   Isaiah 26:3-4 

(KJV) 

 

Are you “Equipped and Ready for Battle”? 

 

Have you surrendered your life to him?   Though it is necessary that 

you receive Him first through salvation, it is then important that you 

give him full reign and control of the vessel which he has given you—

YOUR BODY!   (in accordance with Romans 12:1).    
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What uncontrolled imagination or high thing, or maybe thought do 

you need to bring to obedience, so that the Spirit of God can equip 

and train you for Battle?  Are you willing to do that TODAY?    

 

Remember, it must be the Lord (The Commander-and-Chief) who 

equips you and gives you strength, who teaches your hands to war, 

and your fingers to fight!  

 


